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A Perſwafive to 


COMMUNIO 


With the | 


CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


T is nothing that does more ſcandalize and 


unſettle the Weak, nor tempt the Proud and 
Licentious to a profeſſed . neglet of all Reli- 

gion, than the many cauſleſs Divifions which 

do ſometimes happen in the Church. And he1s no live- 
lv Member of that Myſtical Body of Chriſt, that is not 
ſenſibly affeted with the Fatal Conſequences of theſe 
things ; and does not endeavor, what he Lawtully 
may, -to do fomething towards the healing of thoſe 
Wounds which* have been.mnade by the extreme Scrupu- 
loſity of 'fome'; and are ſtill kepr Bleeding by the Sub- 
tilty and cutining Artifice of - others. For it 1s manifeſt 
enough; and cannot now -be' denied, that the Pupi/ts 
have 'always attempted to pull down the Church of 
Eeland by pretended Proteſtant hands ; and have made 
we of the facility of our Diſſenting Brethren to bring 
about their own Deſigns. I with the eminent Danger we 
have been broughr into, would prevail with them at laſt 
to forbear to Batter and Undermine us, as they have 
done ; when they cannor but fee tht the Common Ene« 
my is wanting all Opportunities, and ſtands ready to en- 
ter .at thoſe Breaches winch they are making. They 
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(2 ) 
might condemn the raſhneſs of their own Counſels, and 
lament it, 'it may be,. when it would be- too late, -it-they* 
ſhould fee Popery erected upon the ruins of that Church 
which they themſelves had overthrown. . We know how 
reſtlefs and induſtrious the Romiſh Faction has always 
been ; and the only viſible Security we have againſt the 
prevailing of it , lies in the firm 2/4 of the. whole 
Proteſtant Profeſſion ; and there is nothing wherein there 
is the leaſt probability that we can ever be all 7nz7ed, 


unleſs it be the Church of England, as it ſtands by Law © 


eſtabliiched, agreeable to the Rules of the: Holy Golpel, 
conſonant to the Dottrine and Practice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians ; and not only Allowed, but highly Honored 
by all the Reformed Churches in the World. Here is a-Point 


_ fixed in which we all may Center ; whereas they that dit- 


fer from us are not yet, and, it may be, never wilt be 
perfely agreed upon their own New Models of Diſcipline 
and Government ; neither can they find one Precept or 
Example in Scripture or Antiquity, for the Conſlituting 
any Church without an __ Power preſiding over it. 
And it any Party amongſt them could have that Form of 
Church-Government confirmed by Law, which they eſteem 
the moſt Apoſtolical ; it is manifeſt from reaſon and ex- 
perience, that it would be preſently Oppoſed by all the 
reſt, with no leſs Violence than ours is ; and inſtead of 
putting an end to our Diviſions, would moſt certainly 
increaſe them. Therefore though they have all fill im- 
poſed their ſeveral Forms, with the, greateſt. Rigor , 
Wherever they have had the Power, or but-the Hopes 
of it, in their hands; yet that all Sorts of Diſſenters may 
be drawn into the Confederacy for the preſent, we hear 
now. of nothing ſ9 much as the Miſchief of Impoſitions , 
and the Natural Right, and great Advantages of 7olera- | 
tion, Which is the very thing which the Rowi/h Emiſſaries 


have always aimed at ; and ſecms to be one of the ſub- 
tileſt 
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tileſt parts of the Popz/h Plot: As might be made out by 


divers undeniable Arguments ; and appears ſufficiently 
from many» of the Letters, Tryals, and Narfatives that 


- have. been lately publiſhed : And itt be no wonder 


that they ſhould give their Cordial Aſſiſtance to ſuch 4 
Deſign, which, it it ſhould ever paſs into an At, would 
reward their Diligence with a cheap and eafie Victory. 
For they may plainly foreſee, that it would be 1o far 
from Zniting us, that 1t would undoubtedly break us in 
pieces by a Law. Now if 7/2702 be: always neceſſary, 
upon the common Obligations of Chriftianity, it will be 
much more ſo in the preſent ConjunCture ; conſidering 
the ſtrength and incouragements that may be given to the 
Popiſh Cauſe, by the continuance of our Diſſenſions: And 
if their be tar greater hopes that we may at length, by 
the bleſſing of God, be ſooner 7/nzred in the way of the 
Church 'of England, than in any other ; then it muſt 


" needs be the greateſt Service that can be done to the 


Proteſtant Intereſt, it we could all be perfwaded to joyn 
heartily in the Communion of that Church, that has hi- 
therto been, and ſtill is fo great a Defence againſt .the 
Errors and Superſtitions of Rome. 

It would be an unpardonable Vanity to imagine that 
theſe ſhort Papers ſhould be able to effett, what ſo many 
Learned and Solid Treatiſes have not yet done. But'I 
addrets this little Eſſay only to thoſe that have not time 
to peruſe a larger Volume. .I have been incouraged to 
this Undertaking by the Numbers of thoſe here in Lox- 
don, that have feemed formerly to diſſent from us, who 
have lately-jayned with us, not only id. Prayer, but in 
the: Holy Communion of the Blefſed Body and Blood of 
Chriſt. And | hope that many more may be invited, and 


\ diſpoſed by their good Example, to receive the ſame Satis- 


faction that they have found. Theſe rhat are already 


conie in will not ſtand in need of. any farther Perſwaſion, 
B 2 but 
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(4) 
but only that they would continue Conſtant in that Com- 
munion they have now embraced. For if wr ſhould 
leave us again, and return to their Separate Aſſemblies, 
they would ſeem by this to condemn themſelves. For if 
it were Lawful for them to Communicate with us once, it 
muſt be Lawful for them todo ſo ſtill ; and they willnot 
refuſe to ſubmit to Authority in all rhings that may Law- 
fully be done. I cannot therefore ſee how they can avoid 
being ſelf- condemned, if they ſhould forſake our Com- 
munon ; for if they judge it Unlawful, they ſinned Wil- 
fully when they entred into it ; if they think it L awful, 
they would then Sin in withdrawing from it ; ſince it is 
injoynred by that Power which they confeſs they are bound 
to obey in Lawful things. If they ſhould ſay that they 
once thought it Unlawtul, after that they judged it to be 
Lawful, and now conceive it Unlawful again: This ſtrange 
unſteadineſs in Opinion would look a great deal more like 
Humor than Judgment. And it might occaſion vehement 
Suſpicions in ſome, not otherwiſe very Cenſorious, that 
this Uncertainty proceeds not from Conſcience, but De- 
ſign ; and rhat all their Compliance was only to ſerve a 
preſent turn ; to decline an Eccleſtaſtica) Cenſure, to keep 
a beneficial Place, or to be qualified for an Office in ſome 
great Corporation. Thus men might be apt enough to 
uſpe&; but -I am willing to beheve any thing rather, 
than that they, that have always made ſhew of {ſo great a 
Tendernelſs, ſhould be guilty of ſo much Hypocriſie and 
Prophaneneſs together, as to dare even to approach to the 


.Lord's Table, ( under great diſſatisfa&tion of mind, it 


may be ) meerly to advance ſome Secular end. But 1 
hope their Behaviour, for the future, will ſufficiently clear 
them from ſuch an imputation, | 

I ſhall therefore apply my ſelf only to thoſe that do till 
forbear our Communion ; and offer ſomething very brief- 
ly, which I conceive may be uſeful for the ſatisfying their 
moſt 
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moſt known and- ordinary Doubts ;' that as we do all pro- 


feſs the ſame Faith, we may all agree in the ſame way of 
Diſcipline, and Worſhip ; and: all become peaceable and 


orderly Members of. the fame Church. And for the ot- 


taining this moſt Excellent end, Firſt, I ſhall defire-them 
impartially ,to conſider of fome [things that may incline 
them to be Peaceably minded, and tend to the removing 
of the general Prejudices they have unhappily conceived 
againſt the Church of Eng/and: Then [ſhall endeavor to 
give what ſatisfaction I can to the chief 0bjetions againſt 
us, Which they are wont to urgein Defence of the pre- 
ſent Separation. And laſtly, 1 ſhall exhort them to a 
brotherly 7nion, upon: ſuch Motives and Arguments as 
the Goſpel ſuggeſis, and make for the Credit and Safery 
of the Proteſtant Religion. | 
The things that. I would commend to their ſerious Con- 
ſideration, which may'iſerve to:diſpoſe them to Peace, and 
to remove the Prejudices they have taken up, are ſuch as 
theſe. In the firſt place, they ſhould be very careful that 
it be not any /inifer end, or corrupt Paſſion, that did ei- 
ther engage them in the Separation at the beginning, or 
provokes them now to continue.init. I do not mention 
this, becauſe I know any one of our: Diſſenting Brethren 
to be guilty of it ; but becauſe it muſt be confeſſed, that 
mens minds are too often influenced by their carnal /«- 
tereſts and Aﬀetions. Theſe willbe always mixing them- 
ſelves in all their Conſultations ; theſe do commonly 
blind and 'pervert their Judgments, and lead them into 
ten thouſand Errours. Theſe are the occaſion,that Fancy 
ſometimes paſles for Conſcience ; that Melancholy Fumes 
are admired for Divine Inſpirations ; and that the over- 
flowing ot our Gall is looked upon as pure Zeal. Theſe 
and the like are very dangerous and uſual Miſtakes, thar 
(5 EY nontes from the prevalency of our Paſ/- 
ons. If therefore we do divide from a Church, it will moſt 
| highly 


CEP ; 
highly concern us 'to. be very Cautious, that we be not 
acted by any ſuch Principle. Forif we hope to Gain, and 
grow Rich by. our Departure ; if we are Aſhamed, or 
Seorn to retra& the Opinions we have once Profefſed'; 
if we imagine we have more Light than the firſt Refor- 
mers, when indeed we are very Ignorant ; if we-cannot 
endure to be Oppoſed in any thing ; if we Murmur and 
Repine at our Governors, when they require our Obedi- 
ence where we are unwilling to pay it ; theſe are fgns 
that our Afﬀedtions are turbulent and _—_ and while 
we are thus diſpoſed, we can never be affured but that 
Covetoutnefs, Pride, and Impatience, might be the grea- 
teſt Motives that induced us to make a Separation, and 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments that we have to maintain it. 
But.I cannot charge our Diſſenting Brethren with theſe 
things ; I believe: that many of 'them may be Upright 
and Sincere.in;their Intentions: - But becauſe they are all 
in the ſame eſtate of Degeneracy and Corruption which 
others are; I would intreat them to be very careful that 
they be never. led away by theſe, or the like temptations ; 
but that they would always labor to 'preſerve:thoſe holy 
Diſpoſitions of Integrity, Meekneſs, Humility 'and Con+ 
deſcenſion, - which'are the beſt Preparatives to'the recer- 
ving of the Truth in the Love of it. | | 

After they have thus freed their minds from all irregular 
Paſſions and Defegns, 1t would :conduce exceedingly tothe 
PEA CE of the. Church, (if they wouldi be ture to ex- 
preſs them greateſt Care:2nd Concern in the more ez pry 
and Sub/tantial things of Religion. This would-prevent 
many of the Quarrels that do often ariſe in matters but 
of ſmall Importance. If teak Holineſs 'and Piety be the 
thing that we aim at, then when we-may- be ſecured of 
this, we. ſhould not be fo 'very forward to enter! uport 
fierce and endleſs Diſputes, about the external Modes and 
Circumſtances of Worſhip. If I may ſerve God ROM in 
Sptrit 
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Spirit and 'in” Truth, why ſhofld a Gown, of a Cloak, 
or. a' Surplice fright me trom the Church, when either 


of theſe is injoyned by my Superiors ? I 1 may be 1n- 
ſtructed in the way of Salvation and eternal Happineſs, 
' why ſhould I forfake the Publick  Af/femblies, becauſe I 


am not allowed to joyn iny ſelf to what Congregation I 


-pleaſe ? And had not ar immediate hand in the choice of 


my. Paſtor ? When our hearts are: bent upon the great 
things of Religion, we ſhall fee but little Reaſon to be 
Contentious about matters of leffer Conſequence ; a few 
indifferent Rites will ſcarce be able ro tempt us to break oft 
Communion with that Chirch; with which we are at per- 
fect Agreement in all Fundamentaland Neceflary points. 
The next thing, that may tend to the promoting our 
nion, is, the Conſideration of the heinous Nature and 
Guilt of Schiſm ; which is nothing elſe but the Separating 
our ſelves from a True Church without any juſt Occaſion 
given. The want of due apprehenfions of the Sinfulzeſs 
of this, ſeems to be the main Cauſe of our preſent Divi- 
ſions. Men are not generally ſufficiently ſenfible how 
much they do Oppoſe that Spirit of Peace, and Brotherly 
Love, which ſhould diffuſe it ſelf through the whole Bo- 
dy of Chriſtian People, when they ſuppoſe every ſlender 
Pretence enough to juſtifie their departing from us, and 
ſetting up'a-Church againſt a Church. They think it a 
matter almoſt Indifterent, and that they are left to their 
own Choice to joyn with that Society of Chriſtians, they 
themſelves pleaſe. Which'giddy Principle; if it ſhould 
prevaii, would certainly throw us into an abſolute Con- 
tuſion, and introduce all the Errors and MIſchiefs that can 
beimagined. But our blefſed Lord founded but One Uni- 
verſal Church ; and when he was ready to be Crucified 


for us, and Prayed not for the Apoſtles alone, but for them John 17. 20, 


alſo that ſhould believe in him through: their word ; one of 21. 
the laſt Petitions which he then put up, amongſt divers 
others 


LY 


(-8 ) 
others to the ſame purpoſe, was,” 7hat-they all may be-one, 
. as thou Father art in me, and I in thet; that they alfo may 
be one in, us, that the World. may believe that thou haſt 
ſent me. This it is plain was to beq-vilible 2»z#y, that | 
might be taken notice .of in -the World, and ſo [- 
an inducement to move men /to the embracing of the 
Chriſtian Faith. Therefore as we would avoid the harden- 
ing of men in Atheiſm and Infidelity, and: making the 
Prayer of our dying Saviour, as much as in us lies, whol- 
ly ineffectual ; we ſhould be exceeding Cautious, that we 
do not wilfully Dzvide his holy Catholick Church. We 
are often warned of this; and how many _ # 
does St. Paul heap together to perſwade us to keep the 7 
_ 4-3 ® Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace > One Body, and © 
one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your Calling, 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and. Father of * 
all. And how pathetically does the fame. Apoſtle exhort # 
| us again tothe ſame thing, by all the mutual endearments 
Phil. 2.1, 2. that Chriſtianity affords ; If there be therefore any Cor- | 
falation in Chrift, if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip 
of the Spirit, if any « Bowels-and. Mercies ; Gull ye my yoy, 
that ye be like minded, having the ſame love, being of one | 
accord , of one mind. Theſe vehement -Exhortations to X 
Peace and Concord, do. ſtrictly; oblige us to hold Come 
munion with that Church, which requires:nothing 'that | 
is Unlawfal of us. The Church of Rome will not admit 
us, unleſs: we profeſs a belief of Tranſubſtantiation, - and ' 
Purgatory, and a certain kind of Infallibility, no body | 
knows where; unleſs we will Worſhip the Hoſt, and # 
Saints, and Images, and do many other things direcMly;re- 3 
pugnant to the Word of God : We cannot -therefore | 
Communicate with her, unleſs we ſhould partake of her 
grols and ſuperſtitious  Errours. But the Chureh- of 
Ergland docs not exa&t any thing from us; that God has 
forbidJen ; therefore we may Communicate my her 
without 
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withour Sin ; and if -we® may, it muſt he a Sin' in! us if 
we do net doit. * Certain it is thar every cauflels Separa- 
tion'is a very great one; fo great, that fome of the An- 
tients have thought it is not to be expiated by the Blood 
of Martyrdom ; and T know no cauſe ſufficient to defend 
our leaving a Communion, "bur a neceſſity of being invol- 
ved in Sy, if we ſhould remain it it. Now ſince it muſt 
be confeſſed, that Schifm is 4 very' grievous Si» ; we had 
need be well affured that we have juſt occaſion for it, be- 
fore we withdraw from rhe' Communion of a Church ; 
and if we have raſhly withdrawn, we are bound toreturn 
without delay. . | CE 

Then we may conſider farther, that all Chriſtians are 
obliged to endeavour, as much as they can, to avoid all 
differences of Opinion that may occafion Quarrels and Con- 
teſts pmong'them. © This'will appear from that paſſionate 
Intreaty and Admonition Which the holy A oltle gave 
the Corinthians, when'they were in danger of being rent 
into ſeveral Faftions, upon miſunderſtandings and'emu- 


lations not much unlike unto ours. Now / Beſerch 200, Cor. I. 16. 


Brbthren, by the Name £4 our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye a 
ſpeak the fame" thing, "ndl that. there be no Diviſions anon 
you ; but "that ye ' be” perfeRtly joyned” together 3x the ſame 
mind, and in the fame judgment. Sach an Univerſal agres- 
ment and RY . the Church & very defirable, and . 
every one is bound'ro promote it. And the firſt ſt 
that can be made rewards this happy Conco/et in. Opintox 
and” 4feftiors ,"is:to difpoſe 'our minds to a "calm 'and 
reachable Teniper ; to be always ready to acknowledg the 
force of an' Argument, though it contradit our former 


- Perſwafions'neyer ſo much'; to be grieved at the Animo- 


ſities, and uncharitable Coptentions, . whicha diverſity of 


Judgment is wont to produce ; to follow after the things Rom. 14. 19. 


which make for Peace ; tobedefirous to fee anend of theſe 
Unchriſtian Diviſions, and glad of every Opportunity 
2 that 
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that may, bring us -nearer to. oge another, and think we 
have gained a glorious. Victory, when we have overcome 
any miſtake that kept us at a diſtance from our Brethren. 
This is a generous and truly Chriſtian diſpoſition , and 
that which has an immediate tendency towards the recon- 
ciling all manner of Pifferences. . On the other ſide, there 
can be little hopes that men ſhould-ever agrce, when they 

ſeem reſolved to maintain the point in Contraverſte, what- 
ever it is; when they do not ſtudy to be Satisfied, but 
to Cheriſh their Scruples, and hunt about for New ones, 
when their old Obje&ions are fully anſwered. This is 
a moſt perverſe and untratable Humour, , which, takes 
away. all poſſibility of  a-good Accord, For while either 
of the Diſſenting Parties is thus unwilling to be Convin- 
ced, and ſearches after Exceptions, there will never be 
wanting ſome Cavil or other that muſt be ſure to ſerve 
them to perpetuate the Diſpute,,.; But. /tis a ſhrewd. Sign 
we eſteem our Cauſe little better .than Deſperate, when, 
after the Weapons we began the Fight with are wreſted 
from us, we ſnatch up any thing that comes next to hand 
to throw at our Adverfary. This Obſtinacy does. not 
well become us : In all our Debates our aim thould be to 
find out the truth, and not to.trumph over our Antago- 
niſt. _ All ſober, Chriſtians, eſpecially where the Peace of 
the Church is concerned, ſhould always ſtrive to bring 
the Controverſie to an-happy iſſue, .and compoſure; and 
not ſeek for Pretences to widen the. breach.:' And then we 
mt all jozn io Praifing and Glorifying of God ; .and be 
reſtored again to that bleſſed eſtate they were in, at the 
firſt Preachingof-the Goſpel, when the Multitude of them 
that believed were of one Heart, and of one Soul ; and: con- 
tinued ſtedjaſily in the Apoſtles Dottrine, and Fellowſhip, and 
in breaking of . Bread, and in. Prayers. Theſe few Conſi- 
derations I have now mentioned might_be ſomething: uſe- 
ful to the procurement, of ſuch a Holy and Heaven- 


ly 
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ly hw in all - Chriſtian ' Societies | throughout - the 
World. | 

And if we were but careful never to be byafſed by Pa/- 
fron-or Intereſt ; if our. greateſt Zea/ and Concern were 
placed upon: the-.more Weighty and Subſtantial matters of 
Religion ; if we would ſerrouſly conſider, how grievous 
a Sim it is to Separate-from a Church without any juſt 
cauſe; and if we were diſpoſed to Peace, and willing to 
have our Doubts and Scruples fatisfied ; I think moſt of 
the Prejudices againſt the Church of Fxglind might be 
eaſily removed ; and we might all joyn in the ſame Com- 
manion, tothe Glory of God, and the Joy and Comfort 
of all good Proteſtants, .and the Confuſion of thoſe that 
deſign to ſwallow us up, and have no other hopes of pre- 
vailing, but by the help of thoſe Differences, which for 
that end, they have. a long time moſt ſtudiouſly fomen- 
ted amongſt us. Let not our unreaſonable Fears and 
groundleſs Jealouſies encourage their Attempts with too 
great a probability of Succeſs. It would be a fad addition 
to our Miſeries, if the Guilt and Shame of-them too might 
be laid to our: Charge. ' With what remorſe ſhould we re- 
fle+ upon ir, |(: when the heat of our Paſſion was'over ) 
if the Proteſtant Profeſſion ſhould be farther endangered, 
and the Agents of Rome get greater Advantages dayly, 
by thoſe Diſtraftions which have been ſecretly managed 
by them, but openly carried on'and/ maintained'by'our 
ſelves! With what face ſhould we look to fee our Enemies, 
not only.triumphing over ns, bur mocking and deriding 
us, for being (o-far impoſed upon by their cunning, . as to 
be made the immediate inſtruments of our own ruin ! 
But God Almighty, in his wiſeand gracious Providence, 
ſo confound all their Devices,that tend to the ſubverſion of 
the truth ;;and ſo Unite and Compoſe our Differences, 
that hereafter we may have no juſt occafion to fear either 
their Treachery, or their Force. This is a Petition, I am 
C 2 ſure, 
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ſure, in which no good Chriſtian'ca refuſe to joynz and 
if wedo heartily deſire this, let us do what we cafn tbpro- 
mote it; if our Prayer be not unfincere and hypocritical, 
we hail mike uſe of 'our beſt endeayours t0 obtain 
the thing we have prayed for. And. mow'if our 997 be 
thus deſirable and neceſſary, what ſhould hinder but vhax 
at laſt we might-be all moi} happily united under the Dif 
cipline and, Government of the Church of Emglad? A 
Church that is already Framed and Conftituted ; !that has 
the Countenanceand Eſtabliſhment ofthe Laws; that has 
been Proteted by a Sucteſſion of Wife and Pious Pritices ; 
that was Defended unto Death by our late Martyred $6- 
vereign ; that was Reſtored by His Majeſty that now is, 
and has been ever ſince ſo gractoufly Cheriſhed by him, 
asif the Care ot-it were a Quality inherent and hereditary 
to the Crown. 'A Church-that was Reformed by 'full 
and ſufficieat Authority, upon mature and ſerious Deli- 
beration ; with a perfet ſubmiſhon ro the Rute 'of holy 
Scripture, and a dye regard tothe example of the moſt 
Primitive times.. , A:Church that has :conftamtly re&ed 
all the Erroars and Corruptions of .Reme'; that admits of 
neither-their-Infaltibility, .nor Supremacy ; that allows tio 
Purgatory, nor Indulgences, no adoration of Reliques, 
and-[mages,- no- Praying to Saints nor Anus; that does 
not thiak that God can be. pleafed with idle Pilgrimages, 
or a forced Celibaey,, orany fet:mumaber of #ve's and Pa- 
terneſter's,  or-other' formal. Devotions exattly computed 
upona ftring of Beads, ant! muttered overin an unknown 
Tongue; that does not rob the Laity of half the Commu. 
nion, aor teach 'them that ftrange and contraditious 
Doctrine,that the Elerhents are Tranſubſtantiated into the 
real Body and Blood of Chriſtin the Lord's Supper ; that 
does not only conſtantly deny thefe, and many more ab- 
ſurdand erroneous Opinions of the Papifts, but has always 
ſeat forth as ſtout -and able Champions to oppoſe them, 

as 


\ 


(iz) 
85. any.,the Ghriſtian World afdrds. A Church whoſe 
Doctrine is confeſſtd to be Ontheddk by: the genoraliry of 
our Difleating Brethren, and whoſe Diſcipline and Quder 
of external Worlhip has nothing en # repagnant to any 
Law, of God. And what i -pronnd can there 
then. be to: juſtifie a Separation from fiicha Church ? \Ger- 
taialy-the uie of þ few Indifferent things, /[eppointed-only - 
for Order's ſake, will not be enough to:d6 x. Theſe are 
not forbidden, and-therefore cannot 'be Sinfiil an them- 
ſelves ; and where God has not Forbidden, .our Superi- 
ours may Commend ; and 1 all fuch cafes we are bound 
to Obey. | Long tnos hue 

fo indeed there art that wall not -be ſatisfied with 
this. They tell us, that it not ſufficient that-a thing be 


7 not Forbidden, but that-ix. maſt be.Canmuralce, -or-elfe it 
+ cannot be uſed in the Worſhip of God withour Sin. 'But 


if this Opinion -be true, bmuſteonfeſs chat then at:is Un» 
lawful to hold Communion not only with ours,” but with 


| any Church that is, or ever was in the World; for 1 do 


not believe that One can befound among them All, 'that 
has not required the uſe of fame: Ihditiereart thing; that 
was not Commander. OurDifenting Brethrenthemſdves 
wall allow,thatthe Time and Place ot 'Rehgious ARmblices 
may bepreſcribed by Authority; And it »rheſe-neceffary 
Circumſtances may be'thus, Netermaied, though they be 
not Commarded' by, God ; thentitwill be asLawialto pre; 
ſcribe 'what' particular Geſtures: and Habits dlial Re 


Þ uſed. For theſearethings. ct the fanie Naturty /Cireuns 


® ſtances as neceflary os Titne'and' Placez andrif we thave 
2 any reſpeCtto the Decent and Reverent performance of the 
*Z Service of God, they may be'as he 

# ned tao. However it malt be acknow 
3 things that.are not Commaniled thay be Lawfully. 'Enjoy- 


$o be 'determi- 
thatſome 


ned and Submitted to.; and if forme; then all rhat are of 


$ the ſame Indifferent nataire;; unlefs:cherecatvbeſome ſuf- 


ficient 


(14) 
ficient reaſon aſligned'why-ſome ſhould rd poo pted, and 
ſome not;: ed boes difficult where the Nature © 
of the things is the' fame. And in'- our preſent caſe, it # 
will be inthe general to coficeive,how the Command * 
ofa'Lawful/Power-ſhould make that Unlawful which was 
not \Forbidden, 'and by'conſ was Lawful-before. - ' © 
-/But-1f:1t-thould be ſtill infiſted on, that nothing muſt 7 
be Commanded that God has not Commanded ; they that 2 
are of this Perſwaſion, ſhould be very certain that they 
have clear proof out of the Scriptures for it,before they un- | 
dertake”to-Forbid that which God has not ' Forbidden ; or | 
elſe they ſtand condemned by their own Principle. : 
Now the - Arguments they bring for this out of the 3 
New Teſtament are very few: And thoſe very obſcure, % 
and noway applicable to- the matter in hand, without Z 
being. mightily.: ſtrained : Thoſe out of the Old Teſta- 5 
ment.are:not many.; that which has been chiefly urged, | 
and ſeems indeed the moſt pertinent and material, is this: 
/ The whole Levitical Service was-particularly preſcribed 
/ by God himſelf, and Moſes was ſtriftly charged to make 
the: Fabernacle, and: all-:the Utenſils that belonged un- 
' Exod. 25. 49. to; it; - After theipattern that was ſhewed him in the Mount, 
Hed: 3-5-8 44d. Moſes verily was: faithful: in "all his Houſe as 4 Ser+ 
want ; and ſo is Chriſt as 'a Son over his own Houſe ; that 
is, the Church : 'Therefore as Moſes laid dowrr all the 
particular Rules; td be:obſerved: in: the Worſhip of God, 
under-the.Lcgal' Diſpenſation, >{o has" Chriſt under rhe | 
Evangelical; and -it::is4s. dangerous” to add, as it-is'to | 
detratt from thefe written Rules ; we may- no' more do 3: 
what is not Cemmanded, than what is Forbiddey, This © 
I take to be the/main Argumett"that'is brought againſt 
us in the preſent Controverfie ; and if this can"be And | 
{wered, - all the reſt wilt be but of little Foree. ' 0 I 
Therefore to give what ſatisfaction I can'to this, 'I ſay 
firſt, that throughout the whole Epiſtle to the Febrews, 


where} 


. Temple. 


(15) 
where Moſes and Chrift, or the! Law and: the Goſpel-are 
compared, 'the of the Apoſtleris/torſhew the extct 
Correſpondence | was! betwixt 'the Type and+ the 
Antitype ; and not that our Saviour had . as particularly 
preſcribed the Order 'of external Worſhip, as Moſes: by 


\ Gods appointment | had done. "For-it 'is-tertdin/he: dic 
not. ; to give-but one inftance-of very many : | The man- Exod. 12. 


ner of :Celebrating thesPaſſover ,- how it . ſhould be 
Killed , and how it ſhouid be Eaten, is ſetdown with 
every minute Circumſtance : But the Inſtitution of -the 
Supper of our Lord 'is not. ſo. .delivered;.unto: us: We 
have only a ſhort Narrative, with. a; generalCommand 


ſuperadded ;::Do this. im remembrance of me. And when Luk. 22. 19: 
St. Paul-repeats it again, he does it without any men- 1 Cor. 1. 23, 
tion- of the Poſture of Receiving, : The Goſpel, which ** 55 


teaches-us.a more Spirituabway of: Serving God, is not 


ſo particular in- the Circomſtantials of! Worſhip: as-the 


Law was ; and we muſt. not affirm that it 1is,; becauſe 
we- would: have it ſo. We: cannot” prove. that Chriſt 
has actually done this, becauſe we imagine that he ſhould 
have done.it.- It would: be better argued if, we: ſhould 


 fay., /The -Goſpel has-tiot..exprefily! detetmined- theſe 
. thangs, as :the:-Law did:;: therefore they ave! left to-the 
prudent determination of 7hoſe that have - the 'Rule over Heb. 13. 17; 


us, to whom we are, Commanded to be Ohedjent and 
fubmit our ſelves; that the:Epiſcopal:Power may. be.e- 


- quivaleat 'to- the: Sacerdotal ;:and-the: Service; of -God as 


" 


regularly Adminiſtred in the Chureh ;- a8rit was-in'the 


Beſides, it was not a. Sin, even under the-Law, to or- 
dain. and- obſerve ſome! things, relating to, the Worſhip 


2 of God, that were not written. ;And theſe could riot | 
& be eſteemed additions to the Word; if they were not 
impoſed as Divine Precepts, but as Prudent Conſtitu- 


tions, appointed. only, for; the more Orderly. manage- 
| ment 


16) 
,ment/of the external: Offices'of Religion: But thavany 
 thing)(hould be:/Unkiwfal, moerly becaufe'it is not Con 
manded, '1s/ a Dodrine; 1' think,” that was never heard 
of among Jews or Chriſtians, : till very lately. God had * 
Commanded the ſetting up of a Tabernacle, and moſt © 
'deferibed how:-# ſhould be made : We have 
been told: that there was-not to- be one Pix about it, 
tor which there was not ſome ſpecial Diretion. And 
See 25a. 17: (God never ſpake a word concerning bailding of an Houſe ; 
1 Chron. 17. yet this notwithſtanding , David, without any Com- © 
mand, had 'it' in his thoughts-to build one-; and iNathan 
i his private: judgment. approved of tlie deſign ; and ** 
God hinfclf, though he ſuſpended the \execution. of it |: 
for ſome time, commended him for it, and rewarded 
2 Chron. 6.8. his Pious Intentions,. with a promuſe of &uilding him 
another kind of Zfouſe, by confirming :the fettlement of -. 
the-Crown'in his Family. ' Which is proof :enough that 
every thing 'then'that was not Commantded ,, was not 7 
therefore Sinfal. The antieat Church of the Jews were © 
f fully fatisfied in this, that they made no Scruple of © 
ordering divers things, for which they could:not finda 
Command.' The of-theoDedication wa known nd 7 
pregnant! Inſtance ; -it was.of modern and humane _lafti- 
John4o. 22. tation, and yet -our Saviour vouchfafed tobe preſent at 
«t. Some things they a little altered, and added athers, 
atthe'/Paſſover ; :asrheir cating of it not Standing, but | 
Sitting ;- or -Lyiog/'at” the [Table ; and chew Singing 4 © 
"Paſchzt Hynm after" ;;/ which with -fome other hike | 
Uſages, were obſerved by our bleſſed Lord, apd 'his 
Difetples ; :and it can tbe -no Jeſs than Blaiphemy'.then > 
to eonceive , /! thac therg could »be any irhing] char: wias ©: 
'Sinful'in rhem. The whole matter: mey=be concluded * 
thus : Tf itwere dot” Sinfal vaderzhe Law; where the |: 
external Form of Divine Worthip was - particularly '{pe- 
6ified, to athmit of certain 'Uſages that werg not ro b 
manaes = 


Q. A. = 


we Qu" Oo 


k: joyn 1n Communion with a Reformed Church , whoſe 


| "Government .is Apoſtolicsl? A man would wonder-truly 


(17) 
manded, then much leſs is it Sinful to do ſo now under 
the Goſpel, where the external Form is not ſo ſpecified ; 
Where we have little more than ſuch general Rules as 
theſe, to be reſpectively applied by Superiors and Infe- 
riors : Let all things be done Decently, and in Order : 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you : Where no Law is, _ " 
there i no tranſgreſſion. | A+ 
T have been ſomething the longer in conſidering this 
t, becauſe the whole debate muſt iſſue here ; 
which way fſoever this be decided, the Controverſie is 
at an end. If our Church require any thing of us that 
is Unlawful, we are bound to Separate from her ; if the 
do net, we are ſtrictly 1 d to Communicate with 
her. They therefore that Divide, ſhould firſt ſhew that 
ſhe injoyns ſomething Unlawful. But that never was, 
and I verily believe never can be made appear. For we 
are told, in the Perſon of St. Paul, that A4/ things are 
Lauful ; which muſt of neceſſity be underſtood of things : Cor. 6. 12. 
that are not Forbidden : And then ſince it . cannot -be **: #3: 
charged upon our Church, that ſhe Commands any thing 
that is Prrbidden ; it muſt be granted, that ſhe Com- 
mands nothing, but what the Apoſtle has declared tobe 
Lawfu!l. What Reaſon then can be ; provended, why we 
Mould rend and tear her very Bowels > Why ſhould we 
run ſo headily into oppoſite Parties and Fattions ? Why 
ſhould we hazard the Proteſtant Cauſe upon a number of 
little diſunited Independent Intereſts, that areas much at 
Difference one with another, :as they all are with-us;? 
What ſhould make us ſo-timorous in this, when we are 
daring in-ſome other caſes? Why ſhould we be afraid to 


Dodrine is Orthodox, whole Rites are Innacent, whoſe 


what could be pleaded in defence of a Separation, when 
none of theſe can be juſtly accuſed. And yet there are 
D certain 


(18) 
certain ObjeXtions brought againſt us, which thoſe that 
withdraw would fain perſwade us to think ſufficient to 
juſtifie their Departure. To ſome of the chief of theſe I 
fhall now endeavour to give what fatisfaCtion I can. 
Our Diſſenting Brethren therefore are wont to plead ; 
That there is a Liturgy, or Set Form of Publick Wor- 
ſhip preſcribed'; T hat there are certain Ceremontes in- 
joyned ; That the uſe of theſe Controverted things gives 
great Scandal to the weak ; That they cannot Safely 
Joyn in our mixt Communion ; T hat theywleave our Aſſem- 
blies for the ſake of greater Fdification, which they can 
find elſwhere: And for theſe Reaſons they. think they 
are neceſſitated to depart from ours, and ſet up Chur- 
ches to themſelves, according to the beſt Models that 
every one is able to draw. This is certainly a very dan- 
gerous adventure ; and can never be juſtified by ſuch Ar- 
uments, as are produced ; which might be all eaſily an- 


wered upon the general PrincipleI havealready mention- py 
ed ; That none of the things againſt which the excepti- = 


ons are made are Unlawful ; and therefore they cannot 


make our Communion Unlawful ; and if that be not © 
Unlawful, it muſt be Unlawful to divide from it. This ® 
might 'be Reply enough to the moſt, if not all the Ob. 7 
jections that are, or can be brought. But becauſe it may * 
be thought more fatisfa&tory by ſome, I ſhall give a par- 


ticular, though very ſhort, Anſwer to thoſe I have now 
propoſed. 

The Firſt and Great thing that is obje&ted againſt 
our Church, is preſcribing a Zturgy, or Set Form of 
Prayers to be conſtantly uſed in Publick Worſhip. This 


. o& . 
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\> 


is that which has raiſed a great many Clamours ; Peo- 


ples minds have been extreamly incenſed and exaſpera- 
ted againſt it ; it has. been cryed out upon as /dolatrous, 
Popiſh, Superſtitious, and 1 know not how many hard 
Names it 15 has been called. But I am glad to find the 
| temper 
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temper of our Difſenting Brethren altered ſo much for 
the better : We do not now fo often hear thoſe bitter ex- 
clamations of Rome and Babylon, Baal and Dagon : The 
Common Prayer is not eſteemed ſuch an abominable thing, 
as ſome ignorant and heady Zealots were wont to count 
it. Among thoſe that have but too openly favoured 
the Separation the more conſiderable part, both for Num- 
ber and Sobriety, do not only allow that a Formis Law- 
ful, but will freely acknowledge that ours is fo; and 
therefore they will admit of Occaſional, andif fo, I can- 
not ſee what can withhold them from a full and conſtant 
Communion with us. Cerrainly that which is Lawful 
orice or twice , muſt be Lawful always, However we 
may take ſome delight to ſee the old Heats in any mea- 
ſure abated, and that the leaſt advances are made towards 
Peace. God grant that. this Conceſſion may prove a ſtep 
to a happy and perfect Reconcilement.- And ſo I hope 
it may ; for our Brethren cannot be any longer offeaded 
with thoſe Forms in which they do ſometimes join them- 
ſelves. Nay thoſe that have not yet proceeded fo far, 
but are ſtill afraid of being Defiled in our way of Wor- 
ſhip, cannot have any colour to Condema it-for being 
a Form. The Jews had Forms intheir Publick Aſſemblies, 
which this notwithſtanding were duly. frequented by our 


bleſſed Saviour : He delivered a Form himſelf, in his Ser- M:tth.6.9.c, 
mon on the Mount, and taught the ſame again to his Diſ- Luke 1. 2. 


ciples atterwards, and Commanded them to uſeit : Some 
Forms Were received very early among the Ancient Chri- 
ſtians ; who have. been- followed in this by all the Prote- 
tant Churches ; But the Lawfulneſs of them was never cal- 
led in queſtibn heretofore : For how could it, ſince they 
are no where Forbidden ? Or if a Command be thought 
requiſite to make them Lawful, the other way is no more 
Commanded than this; and therefore upon that Prin- 
ciple they muſt be both equally Lawful, or Unlawful : 

D 2 * = 
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So that if any Prayer be Lawful, a Form muſt be confeſſed 
to be ſo. The Arguments in this caſe are ſo Convincing, 
that there are few now but that will readily agree that 
a Form may be Lawful in it ſelf ; but then they think it 
ought not to be Impoſed, becauſe of ſome Inconveni- 
ences which they conceive, do attend it. And they are 
principally theſe Two ; the One, that there may be ſome 
particular Emergencies which cannot be provided for by 
a Ser Form. TheOther, that it is an hinderance to the 
Spirit of Prayer. The. firſt of theſe has very little diffi- 
culty in it. The ordinary wants and neceſſities of Chri- 
ſtians are always the ſame, and we may Petition to have 
them ſapplied in the ſame Words ; and for other things, 
it may generally be foreſeen that they may happen ſome- 
- times; and ſutable Forms may be compoſed to be uſed 
upon ſuch Occaſions: Wheretheſe cannot be fitly applied, 
pecutiar Offices may be fet forth; as has been uſual in 
ſuch caſes : Where the exigency is great, and will not ad- 
mit of ſo much delay as is neceſlary for that, the Mini- 


ſter is at yo to uſe his own Conceptions. But this * 


cannot be urged for the Excluſion of a Liturgy. It were 
very unreafonable to deprive the Church of known and 
approved. Forms, and leave her to the mercy of extem- 
porary Effuſions only , for the ſake of a few Contingen- 
cies, which may happen but very rarely, if at all, in 
a Whole Ape. | 

The other thing that is alledged would be more confj- 
derable, if it were really true, That Forms did indeed 
binder the Spirit of Prayer. But this they do not :. For it is 


a groſs and carngl Miſtake to _— that the Spirit of © 


Prayer can conſiſt in a readineſs of Expreſſion, and 'a natu- 
ral or acquired volubitity of Tongue ; Arts and Accom- 
pliſhments whereof many Wicked mea have been great 
Maſters ; and wherein as many Good ones may be 
very deficient. The Spirit of Prayer muſt be _ 
edged 
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(22) 
to be nothing elſe but an inward good and pious 
on of the Soul ,- wrought in us: by the Grace 
; an unſcigned: Humility and Abhorrenceof our 
, when we confeſs. our Sins, and beg for Par- 
don ; an affe&ionate Senſe of our Wants., when we 
atk for all things neceſſary, both for this andthe other 
Life; an holy exultation-of Mind, . when we: offer up 
our Praiſes and Thanks for the Bleſtings we” have re- 
ceived ; a full Reſignation of our Concerns to God's 
difpofal, and a Dependance upon his Promiſes for the 
ting our Requeſts, when we: have made our Ad- 
efles unto him. Theſe / are! the: great "Indications of 
the true Sperir of Prayer ; and theſe are ſo: far from 
being Hixdered, that they may be very much Helped, 
and Advantaged by'a Ferw. A man queſtionleſs may 
be more ſeriouſly Aﬀetted, in all theſe refpects, and 
ſay Amen more heartily to a Form of found: Words 
which he hath known, and- confidered: before, than 
he can to ſome uncertain Exprefſions which he ne- 
ver heard , nor thought on ; and poflibly may not 
Bom underſtand , _—_— prrers C_ 
, The perplexity of Thoughts,” 
which muſt often ariſe , when we would: join in Pray- 
ers we are unacquainted with, is direaly Oppoſite to 
that Faith and Aſſurance with which we ſhould Pray ; 
and can ſcarce be prevented but by. a well digeſted 
and ſtudied 'Form ; 'that may be Weighed ;; and ſober» 
ly Afented to, by thoſe that are required to join in 
if. 
But ſome think that it may be manifeſt from Expe- 
rience, that Forms are a hinderance to the very inward 
Spirit of Devotion. They have found their Aﬀe&tions 
very cold and flat, at. our uſual ſtated Forms of Prayer ; 
but when they hear'a man Pray without a' Form, they 
are mightily raviſhed, and almoſt tranſported ; and _ 
dif- 


(29) _. | 
difference of Temper uy jobſexve 'in themſelyes;; has 
prevailed with many, of + the more: undiſcerning ' ſort 
eſpecially, to forſake 'our Communion. . But it is al- 
ways very dangerous to judge of things not by- our 
Underſtandings, but by the various impulſes and mo- 
tions of our :Aﬀettions. When. we have Scripture -and 
Reaſon-0n our-ſide, we cannot: be Decerved ; but when 
we Determine, as we are ſwayed by the preſent byaſs 
of our Paſſions; theſe may be Charmed, or Raiſed, or 
Flathened, by ſeveral ſorts of Spirits; and quickly betray 
us into ſtrong Deluſions. [Therefore if:arty one ſhould be 
tempted, as:ſome have been; 1d 'leave :the Church on 
this Account, that he thinks he may be more affefed 


in another Place ; before he gors, 1 would deſire him 


to conſider what it is that does thus Aﬀe#t him: If it 
be the Matter- and Subſtance of the Prayer, I ſuppoſe 
that may be uſually. the ſame, at leaſt as good in our 
ordinary Offices, as it is in; their unpremeditated Peti- 
tions; and ſo it will not be neceſſary to make a Sepa- 


ration for this : If it be only the chiming and harmony 3 


of the Words he is taken with, this is no more but a 


kind of ſenſitive Delight; and to apply the Prophet's 7 
Ezek. 33. 32, Expreſſions here, it is but like a very lovely Song of one © 
that hath a pleaſant Voice , and can play mell on an Inſtru- * 
ment : This will by no means excuſe our departing from '* 
the Publick Aſſemblies ; this would be in effect to ſay, ® 


that we may make Diviſions in the Church of God, 


to gratifie our own private, and it may be miſtaken ' 


Fancies. But if any one hath left us for a time upon 
this Pretence, and made ſome Trial of both ways, then 
{ would defire him ſtrictly ro examine his own Con- 
ſcience, whether he have not. often been as Dull and In- 
different at a Conceived Prayer , as ever he was at the 
Service of the Church : And then on the other fide, 
let him conſider, whether he do not believe that very 
many 
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(.23) 
many. may þe as ſcrious 2nd deyout at , the Common 
Prayet, as ever he was: at any. in. the, other way he-is 
leaſed to prefer : And after he has thus inquired , 
if he ſee Reaſon to acknowledge both, as doubtleſs he 
will, then the Scales will be even at the leaſt; Expe- 
rience Will ſhew,, that men may be Fervent and. At- 
fetionate' with a Form, and Cold and Inattentive with- 
out. one;* And therefore when we are heavy, liſtleſs, 
and unaffeted at a Prayer by a Form ; this Defe& can- 
not proceed from the Manner of the Devotion, but 


% 
. «as ©» yu. 


a double Iniquity, in, Dividing the Church without ſut- 
ficient Cauſe ; and charging our own Formality upon 
a good and wholeſome Conſtitution. 

My intended brevity will not, permit .me to give a 


. particular Anſwer to all the Ex<ISOnS that have been 
ES - 


taken at our Liturgy ; only: in eneral. I fay;, I 
known nothing in it, that can be pretended to be Sinful 
in it ſelf. The moſt that is urged are ſome-ſuppoſed In- 


| * - conveniences ; which if we. ſhould, grant to be. real, 
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they cannot make our Communion Unlawful ; and then 
as I have often intimated, it muſt be a Sin to Separate 
from it ; and we may not commit a Sin.to decline an 
Inconvenience : This woul$ be to do evil that good may 
come of it. They that are willing to improve; every 
ſlight Exception intq a Cauſe of Separatzov, ſhould. be- 
ware of this. The Queſtion is not, whether-there be 
not any thing in the Order of our Divine Service which 
a man could wiſh to be altered > For that can never. be 
expected under any Conſtitution. . The, main Inquiry 
1s this, whether any thing Unlawful þe appointed to 
be uſed, which will make an Alteration .,not- only de- 
firable, but neceſſary? And whether we are bound to 
withdraw till ſach alteration be made *, Which has ne- 

| ver 


(24) 
ver been proved : Men peherally forbear our 'Publick 
Worſhip, 5 abut 'ever ing into it, upoht no -0- 
ther ground but becauſe they prefer their own Arbi- 
trary .way before 'it. Which 1 do not admire ; but 
this is very ſtrange and unreaſonable, that they ſhould 
take fuch a difgaft at our Z7turgy, and fly away from 
it, as if it wete Popiſh and Awtichriſtian , when they ' 
never have fo much' as read it ; at leaft conſidered it, © 
as they onght. . And here 1 ſhall take the Confidence # 
to affirm that the Zirurgy, ſore abhor ſo much, was * 


made and reviewed 'with that Prudence and Modera- 
tion that Care and Cireimſpetion, that there is not 


any thing now extant in that Kind, that has been com- | : 


pos'd with greater Wiſdom, und Piety. If we ſhould take :? 


the liberty -to compare it with the performances in 
the 'other way ; ("not to mention the many undecent, 2 
jncoherent, irreverent expreſſions, to fay no worle, that 3 
might be colle&ed ) let any Prayer made occaſionally 
and extempore by the ableft and moſt cautious of thoſe * 
that magnifie that way, and-defpiſe ours, be taken ex- ? 
aQtly in writing, atid publiſhed to the World ; and Iam + 
very confident, that one man, without any ,great pains, 7 
may \find mote things really exceptionable, in that ſingle ® 
Prayer, in 2 ſhort time, thap the ſeveral Parties of Dif- Þ 
fenters, with all the diligence they have hitherto uſed, 3 
have been able to Yiſcover in the whole Service of our ® 
Charch in more than a hundred Years. And yet ſome 7 
of our Brethren, that feek indaltrioiiſly for Scruples in 
the Common Prayer, will readily joia in other ſudden © 


conceived Prayers, without any Scruple.; when they 7 


carivbt fell "But that there may be_ forme dangerous Hee 
refie in” every 'Sentence, and ſotne great Indecencies and 2 
Abſurdities in every Word. "This is ſuch partiality, and 2 
unequal dealing, as cannor be eaſily excusd. = 

But if they ſhould allow of the Forms of Prayer in 


our 3 
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Cas) 
our: Liturgy, there are certain Ceremonies ihjoywd, which 
they. c— them occaſion -enough-to depart: from 
our Communion. A man that were unacquainted- with 
the: true State of our caſe, "that ſhould ſtand by and 
only hear the bitter Cries and InveCtives that have been 
made. againſt . Ceremonies, would be ready to: imagine, 
that ſure our Church was nothing elſe almoſt but Cere- 
monies. But he would be- mightily ſurprized, when upon 
inquiry he ſhould (find, that theſe Ceremonies which 
had occaſioned all this- noiſe, ſhould. be no more than 
Three ; the Surplice, the Croſs after Baptiſm, and Xnee- 
ling at the Sacrament; He would- be amazed to think 
that theſe ſbould ,be- the, thisgs, about which ſo ma- 
ny -maſly Books had been written !- So great diſcords 
and animoſities rais'd ! Such a flouriſhing Church once 
quite deſtroyed, and new moſt, miſerably divided, after 
it had been fo happily reſtored !. And/his wonder muſt be 
increaſed, when he ſhould perceive that 'of theſe Three, 
there was but. One,. and 'no more, -in which the People 
were any way concerned, - The Croſs and the Surplice 
are;ito be uſed_ only by the Miniſter ; and if his Con- 
ſcience be ſatisfied, 'no-mans. elſe need to be diſturb'd 
about them. To #necl at the Lord's Supper all indeed 
are .commanded ; but ſuppoſing this to. be Unlawful, it 
could hinder us only from partaking in that Ordinance, 
and not inthe reſt. But of, that farther by and by. 
..lg_ the mean;tume, I. do not underſtand-but that ſome 
Ceremonies, 2nd, particular Determinations of - Circum- 
ſtances are abſolutely neceſſary in the Worſhip of God ; 
ſince it cannot be performed without them ; they that 
will have no Ceremonies, can have no external Worſhip. 
This T think will not-be denied... But the Ceremonies 
that are appointed in our Church, are thought by ſome 
to be ſignificant, ſuperſtitious, and breaches of our Chri- 
ſttan Liberty ; and therefore not- to- be indured. Theſe 
E are 
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(26) 


are the great Objetions againſt the few Ceremonies , 


that are in uſe among us ; and theſe I ſhall briefly . 


Conlider. 

Firſt, we are told our Ceremonies are fignificant © And 
why may not a fignficavt Ceremony be Lawful ? Are 
not Kneeling, and lifring vp the Eyes .and Hands 'to 
Heaven fignyfications of the Reverence we owe to the 
Divine Majeſty ? Yes: But Ceremonies that /ignify ſome- 
thing naturally may be permitted 5 but not thoſe 
that frenify by inſtitution, There ſhould be ſome ſolid 
reaſon, or ſome plain Scripture Authority, brought to 
make this difference good : And here it is x 
that every /ignificant Ceremony 15 a Sacrament ; and it is 
downright Popery to make more Sacraments, than God 
has made. This I confeſs were very material , if it 
could be proved. But we acknowledge nothing to be 
a Sacrament, btit what is Aw eowtward and wifible fign x 
an inuard and ſpiritual grate, grove unto ns, ordained by 
Chrift himſelf, as a means whereby we recerve the ſame, and 
u pledge to aſſare us thereof. Now if this be a true Defi- 
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nition, as it is owned by us, and muſt be acknowledged | 
by our Diſſenting Brethren that ralk fo much of rheir 7 
approving the Do&rine of our Church; then our Cere- 3 
monies, though they ſhould be never ſo fgniftcant, cannot # 
be Sacraments, becauſe they want ſo many Neceſfary gnd 
Eſſential conditions that are required to make a Sacrament. 
They are not of Divine 0Ordination and Appointment, 7 
they are of no efficacy to confer' any Grace, neither 2 
are they any Pledges, and Aſſurances of it.. But fuppoſe '7 
we {hould grant every fgrificant Ceremony to be a Sacra- © 
ment ; for it is neither pleafant nor profitable to quarrel *: 
about Words-: There 1s but one of the Three Ceremo- 
wies, and that is the Croſs at Bapriſm, that can be pre- ® 
cended to be fignificant ; and that indeed is made, 1» 
token that the Party newly Baptized ſhall not hereafter © 
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be aſhamed” to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt Crucified , &e. 
But this fav of the Croſs was very anciently, if nat al- 
ways, at $aptiſ@, and upon ſeveral other occaſions, 
by che Primitive Chriſtians, in defiance of all ſorts of 
infidels;” and as we do it, i» token that they were nor 
aſhamed of a Crucified Saviour. Our Church in this 
does but follow the” example of the Pureft and Holieſt 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel that ever were ; and that but 
at a diſtance too, in doing that but once, which they 
repeated often. And this can ſcarce be called a fignif- 
cant Ceremony. It is not appointed to Repreſent any 
thing unto us, but only to remind us of a Duty we 
are bound to do. Like the Atar that was built by 
the Children of Rewbey, and Gad, and -the half Tribe 
of Manaſſeth, Not for burnt-offeri 
that it might be a Witneſs, And it any one ſhould think 
the Surplice were ordered to be worn to denote the in- 
nocency of Life, that does more eſpecially become thoſe 
that are icularly devoted to the Service of God ; it 
is more than our Chftrch has declared ; but yet no man 
were to be blamed, that ſhould take occaſion from 
hence, to let his thoughts expatiate into a pious and 
ſeaſonable Meditation, and conſider how incon 

it would be, to have-his inward parts full of filthineſs 
and corruption , when his out-ſide was covered with a 
clean white Linnen- Garment. The Sum is, every fig- 
nificant Ceremony-is not a Sacrament ; and none of ours 
cart be properly faid to be fignificant, repreſenting, ſym- 


bolical ; but only Commemorating, or if any man pleaſe 


to call them ſo, Profeſing ſigns. 

Burt though they cannot be proved to be Sacraments, 
yet they may i:be Superſtitions, and that is ObjeCtion 
enough againſt them. And -I confeſs that they may 
be Superſtztious ; 'but not in themſelves, for ſo they are 


perfettly Indifferent ; but according to the Opinion or 
| E 2 


Conceit 


nor for ſacrifice ; but Joſh. 
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Conceit:of. thoſe that uſe them, or uſe them not. There 
may be Superſtition in the Obſerving of theſe, and there 
may be as much in the, Forbearing; '» Superſtition 1s -no- 


thing but. a. groundle(s' Fancy atterided ſometimes with 
an anxious Fear, and ſometimes with a torid Hope; that 


- God is pleaſed or diſpleaſed with. the. bare: perfoxmance 


or forbearance of what he hath neither Commanded 
nor Forbidden. He therefore that thinks -he offends 
God in doing of that he has not Forbidden; and he that- 
imagines.he-thall pleaſe him, by the obſerving'of what 
he has not Commanded, are both-in- ſome degree, and 
it may be .cqually, Szper/titious. And then the Super- 3 
/lition that is exerciſed about the Obſervation of theſe * 
Ceremenies ruſt lie on the part of our Niſſenting Bre- 


+ thren, who think they thould 'Sin in keeping: them, 


Acts 15. 29. 


_ though they generally confeſs they are riot Forbidden ? ; 


and - not ours; Who: declare them to - be Indifferent, 
and no otherwiſe acceptable unto God , but as they are 
the effects of Obedience to our Superiours, and necef *| 
fary to the preferyation of- Diſciphne and Order in the * 
Church, *--, 1.308% mart”. i | : 
But it-is farther urged-by ſome, that theſe Ceremonies |} 
are a Breach of -our Chriſtian Liberty. I need-not enter 
upon a Diſcourſe of this ; *but as far as it concerns the | 
matter in hand, I ſay ;; That-the being freed from the | 
Ceremonial Law,1s a part, 'though not,the greateſt; paxt 
of Chriſtian | Liberty ;but'then: it 15 not 10 much-our #7 
being freed from obſerving it, as-from the Necellity -of 
obſerving it... The Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians did-vo- ? 


luntarily obſerve it for ſome. time upon Prudential Con- # 
{iderations ;. and | umpoſed ſome things, as the a/faining 7 


{rom Bloed , and from things ſtrangled; s" yer x 6s. | 


were Free, becauſe whatever they did of this Nature, |# 


they did it not with an Opinion of \any Neceſſary obli- 
gation that lay upon them to do it, but upon other Mo- * 
$4 tives; > 


. (29) 
tives moſt commonly;cdour” of 'comeſcenſion- to the 
weakneſs 'of the Jewiſh Converts+ - And if ſome Fudai- 
cal' Rites, might :not-only be obſerved, but' impoſed ; 
| then there can' be 'no” reaſon” why” a few Indifferent 
| Ce#enohies iay not be appointed-now, wrhour any in- 
trenchineht! upowithe LZeberry' whiehs Chrilti has pur- 
'. chaſed: for7us, ' Such» things' cannot be an (infringement 
of 'that, but only when: they are ſuppoſed 'to'be either 

Unlawful or Neceſſary by Divine Command. : 
- "Xaceling at the Sacrament, 'which is the Ceremony that 
is-wont-.to beithe/ moſt ſerupted, is 'as little! liable” to 
the''Objedions, / that 'I 'have/now anſwered,' as either of 
the other. It would be very gapcharitable-'and' unjuft , 
to ſay, as ſome have done; that itiis an At of Worſhip 
to the outward Elements ; when the Church has de- 


J  clared/this to be Mdoldtry, to iber abborred of "al ' Faithful nenons 4 


Chriſtians, If it ſhoold be! faid/thar-we'ought/toirecewe ,;,1, 


in ' the ſame 'poſture; - that 'they-received-at'the firſt- In- 
ſtirution : 'We cannot certainly tel}, what that: was : If 
it 'were that which is moſt probably - conjeured ,, it 
15 never uſed *-[t is- wholly laid 'afide by thoſe that: ar- 
gue the moſt” Zeatbuflyfor'if, .-But ſure if  the-partiou- 
lar Geſture had been fo' abſolutely neceffary, as ſome do 
imagine, there would have” been ſome plain © and ex- 
preſs mention of 'it ſomewhere in the Scripture ; which 
-there is-not;''as'I have noted before, And'then it- maſt 


3 - be very unwarrantable.in-choſe; that Sepirate from-our 


' Church,” becauſe they wil not! receive'/inrhat reverent 
= manner which She lias preſcribed. : If' there- had been 
2 nothing injoyned in-this- matter, a -man upon a ſerious 
>= .apprehenſion'ot the infinite mercies of God, through the 


7 merits and inediation'of his Bleſſed Saviour, could jcarce 


3 have forborn "falling upon lis Knees,” when he came to 


' IF partake” of the Sacrainent- of /his/ moſt precious. Body 


and Blood.-. The commemoration of the Death and 
| Paſlion 
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1 Cor. 8. 


See Rom. 14- doubts and ſcruples are-not to be nouriſhed and .com- 


-us ; $0 make this an eccaſion of departing from 


(30) 


is a very \unfit poſture 
ſhould like it better than that | 


5% 
x 4 
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our: union, would argue (but $00 little value for the | 
Peace of the Church. | 
But ſome there are, who though they be convinced | 
of 'the Lawtulneſs of all theſe Rites and Uſages,- and for * 
their own particular, conld joyn with us well enough ; 3 
yet they dare not do jg, for fear of giving Scandal and © 
Offence to thoſe that Are not ſatisfied in theſe things. 7 
This matter of Scanda/ has been ſo vehemently pleaded 
ſometimes, as:if it wers.the only thing to be :regarded 
in all Church .Conſtitutions ; and that they -were -to Þ 
be immediately diſuſed, whatever Authority injoyned ; 
them, aſſoon as -any ſhould be offended at them. This 
puts all external Order in Chriſtian Aſſemblies into a ve- 
\Fy tottering condition, ready to be-preſently overturned, 
by every little Scruple, that may chance to ariſe, But! 
for-anſwer to this,,we muſt obſerve : That they are. the! 
Weak and Ignorant that take Offence : That their 


mended, [but only. born with far a time ; That they 
.are bound. to take all due Gare, and convenient Opper 
tunity; of. Inſtrugion, ;that. they may. be fully fatisfied;! 
and that-it-js in things, meerly Indiflerent, ſuch as Meat!® 
.and Drinks, where we are obliged to any .compliance,” 
for rhe avoiding | of Scavda/. Theſe things thus brief? 
Premilſed, let, it-be. conſidered ; whether they who eſteen © 
themſelves;rather more Knowing than others, who ſeen: 
unwilling -to part -with their Doubts, .and who have 
catertained forme Prejudices againſt thoſe | that ”, | 
inform? 
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(3x) 
inform them better, are to be treated/likke weak Brethren ? 
And whether we ought to yield/ to them, where Au- 
thority has' determined the contrary ; unleſs we could 

our. Obedience as Indifterent asthe things ferupted 
ar are tobe 2 If it ſhould be-faid, that we ought z 
yet.av-leaſt it cannot be fafely done; till-ir be made ap» 
pear, tharalithe weak are of one fide: For inourprefent 
Cafe, if there ſhonkd be as many, as doubtleſs there are, 
that would be offended to fee the manner of our Pub- 
lick Worthip akered, as there are to ſce it impoſed ; 
then tho the Command of our Superiors ſhould 
ſignify ing, we ſhould: yet be upow equal terms, on 
the account of Scardal only; and 'as muck bound not 


® to Separate, as they think rhey are 16Separate, by their 


own Principle. Bur mn a word, no Scandal taken at an 


* Indifferent thing, can be fo great. as the Sin, and Scan- 


dal both, of. Confufion and. Daforder, and Contempt of 
Authority. 

There is another Exception near akin to this : Some 
have thought they muſt withdraw from us, becauſe of 
our mixt Commwnions, and; that ſome, winch ehey judg' 
unworthy Receivers, are admitted to the Lord's Table. 
This Objettion: —— , Sypercilious Arro- 
gance, and a'great want of Ity in thoſe that make 
it. What care they may take in their new way of 
Difcipline, F cannot tell ; but our Church has given 


the Miniſter a' Power of rejecting thoſe that are guilty 5 Rubr. at- 
& of any known and ſcandalous Sin. . And this is as much ter the Com- 
* as can be done ; the/ open” Sinner may be exchided, but 3mm9n 

# the cloſe Hypocrite will eſcape the narroweſt ſearch, 
$52 that humane Taduſtry. can make. But if any #9torious 
2 evil Livers ſhould be! admarted through the ignorance, 


en# inadvertency, or nepligence of the Miniſter ; their 
ave Unworthineſs cannot defile thoſe that - Communicate 


with them. It is generally thought that the Curſed 
Tray» 


(32 ) 
Traytor, 'Jadas did ipartake of the: Holy. Supper; when 
it was firft inſtituted /by our Lord;':1God be: praiſed, 1. 
have-not heard; that :amongſt+ us; the-abuſes:[of 1;this: 
Ordinance did ever. ariſe. to: that. Degree / that they 
were at among 'the . Corinthians ; _ when at the very: 


. tame of receiving, ! oe was (Hungry, and: anotber Drunken: 


And yetthe Apoſtle does not-Command. them to forſake: 
the'Communion of that Church, where tlie{e Scandalous 
Enormities were committed.” : Every -man is charged: 


| to Examine himſe{f, and not another, before: he preſume 


to' eat of that'' Bread, and | drink of that 'Cup. 1, And it 
would | be: very well, if. all: men would, hearken to this 
holy and pious Admonition ; for he that inquires. ſe- 
riouſly into his own Sins, will find' great cauſe to- be 
Humble and Penitent, and ſo may become a worthy 
Communicant : But he. that is curious, to pry. 1nto-.the 
miicarriages of other men,. will be apt to be vain, 'proud, 
ſelf-conceited, and cenſorious ; which will make: him as 


unfit ſor the Table of the Lord, as any of thoſe Faults Fw 
which he ſo ſcornfully condemns in his Neighbour, that 3 
he eſteems himſelf, and the Ordinances of God polluted 2 


. 


by his' Company. 


- But if none of. theſe; /Pleas, [I have: mentioned, : ſhould 7 
be ſufficient z many think they may leave: our  Afſem- 7 
blies only for the fake of greater Edijfication, which they * 
can find- elſewhere: :This.I believe: prevails with' great 7 
gnorant. eſpecially , _ to: depart 
from us: - And I would to God they might: abtain what 
they fay they depart for ; and that they-were indeed '? 
more Edfed, and did grow in Grace, under what Mi- 
niſtry ſoever it be. But alas! This talk 'of greater 1E- 
1litcation is many times meer: wantonneſs, and inſta- - 
bility of humour ; -and too often rather in, Fancy, than | 


numbers; of the 'more-1 


A 
2 


© 
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point of Faith ; or more \perfe&tly informed in ſome 
neceſſary Duty; or more efficaciouſly moved to ths 
practice of what they. Know ; but when they arc 
more gratified, and pleaſed, at -the hearing of a Ser- 
mon, or the like. This is nothing but one ſort of thoſe 
itching Ears, the- Apoſtle ſpeaks oft. And they that are 
troubled with this diſeaſe, inſtead of being Fdifed, as 
they pretend, are commonly the moſt ignorant of all ; 
ws as blameable as any in their ordinary Converſation. 
I wiſh we had not too. many examples of the truth of * 
this. For beſides that, it is great ods but that they 
make an unwiſe choice 'in the Teacher they fet up to 
themſelves at laſt ; they likewiſe provoke God to leave 
them to the vanity of- their own Minds, when they 
depend rather on the ſuppoſed abilities of a man, than the 
bleſſed influences of the holy Spirit ; and look more at 
Paul that plants, and* Apolies that waters, than at God 
that gives the increaſe. | 
If we have all things neceſlary to the building us 
up in our moſt holy Faith, in the Communion of the 
Church; it will be but a poor excuſe for our Dividing 
from it, that we hoped to be better Fdified ; when we 
had no incouragement at all to hopeit, as long as we 
continued in the ſtate of DR upon this pretence. 
For it is the bleſſing of God alone, and not any 'mans 
Skill in diſpenſing them, that can make the Word and 
Ordinances any way beneficial unto us. With the help 
of his Grace, thoſe means of Inſtruction, which we 
ſometimes undervalue the moſt, may be profitable to 
our Salvation : Without -it our* Ears may be tickled, 
and our 'Fancies pleafantly entertained for the time ; 
bnt we cannot be truly Fdifed by the moſt fluent and 
popular Tongue , nor the moſt melting and patherical 
Exprefiions in the World. 
[ ave briefly examined the chie' Obje tions that arc 
F brought 
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brought againſt the eſtabliſhed Order, and Conſtitution 
of our Church ; and do not find that any, or all of them 
together, are of force enough to move an unpreju- 
diced Perſon to forſake her Communion. It may not 
be done upon the account of Liturgy , Ceremonies , 
Scandal, mixt Communion, or out of hopes of greater 
Edifecation. T might have eaſily inlarged upon all theſe 
particulars ; but the compaſs of my preſent Deſign 
would not allow it. And I have ſome hopes that. theſe 
and other points in difference, may be handled by others 
to. better advantage, and to the ſatisfaction of thoſe 
that are. not yet convinced , and to. the happy ſettle- 
ment of a- laſting, Peace and Znion, among all the Mem- 
bers of this divided Church. God grant that all our 
indeavours may tend this way ; and that the Divine 
Goodneſs may make them Succeſsful, It theſe Papers 
ſhould: chance to fall into the hands of any one of thoſe 
that have Separated from us, I would treat him not 
to be Offended at them ; but to look upon the Author, 
as a well-meaning Man, that was willing to throw a 


little Water upon the common flame, that is like to * 


conſume us. They were not written, I am ſure withany 
bitterneſs of Mind, or Expreſſion ; but out of meer p1- 
ty to ſee a poor, lamentable, diſtreſſed Church, lan- 
guiſhing away, and ready to periſh by deſperate Wounds 
and Convulfions within her own Bowels. Such fad 
and Melancholy thoughts, as theſe apprehenſions muſt 
needs occaſion, could ſcarce be vented in angry and 
provoking Language. But ſome are ſo tender of the 
Opinions they have taken up, that, whether true or 
falſe, they cannot endure tohave them touched : They 
are impatient of the calmeſt Oppoſition ; and when 
you offer any thing to perſwade them, though it ſhould 
be to brotherly Love and Peace among Chriſtians, 
they ſuſpect you for an Enemy , and think that you 
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come'to ſet traps 'in their -way to 'inſnare their Conſci- 
ences. 'But I hope'this ſhort Diſcourſe +will not be 1n- 
countred by any ſuch'Prejudice ; but that it may be per- 
uſed, with the fame Impartiality that it was written. 

On this preſumption, I ſhall be bold 'to exhort all 
thoſe that now Diſſent, to a Brotherly 270»; upon 
ſuch motives and arguments, as the Goſpel ſuggeſts, 
and make for the Credit and. Safety of the Proteſtant 
Religion, It will be readily acknowledged (by every fo- 
ber and intelligent man, that Peace and Amity, and 
2 good Correſpondence betwixt the ſeveral Members of 
which they conſiſt, is the only Beauty, Strength, and 
Security of all Societies ; and on the contrary, that the 
nouriſhing of Animoſities, and running into oppoſite 
Parties and Faftions, does mightily weaken , and by 
degrees almoſt unavoidable draw on the Ruin and 'Dif- 
ſolution of any Community, whether Civil or Sacred. 
Concord and Union therefore will be as neceſſary for 
the Preſervation of the: Church, as of the State. It 
has been known by too: fad an Experience, as well in 
ours, as other Ages, "what - a -pernictous Influence the 1n- 
teſtine Broils and -Quarrels among Chriſtians have 
had. "They have been the great {tumbling Block to 
Jews, Turks, and Heathens; and the main hindrance 
of- their Converſion; they. have made ſome ,among our 
ſelves, to become' Donbtful and: Sceptical in their Reli- 
gion ; they have led- others into many dangerous Er- 
rours, that: ſhake the very Foundations of our Faith ; 


| and fome they have tempted to caſt off the Natural ſenſe 


they had of the'Deity, and imboldened to an open and 
profeſſed Atheiſm. 


"Theſe are fome of the moſt uſual Fruits, which the 


> unhappy Differences: in the Church are wont to pro- 


# duce; over and above the particular Unkindneſſes artd 
| Uncharitable Feuds, which they commonly beget a» 
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vine Command ; we are bound in ſuch Inſtances to'® 
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mong Chriſtians of -the ſame Perſwaſion, as to all ſub- 
{tantial and weighty. matters. of Belief. And it were 
a thing very deffrable in all reſpects, that theſe at leaſt 
ſhould be all firmly United in the fame holy Commu- 
nion. They that have the ſame Articles of Faith, and 
hope to meet inthe ſame Heaven, through the Merits 
of the ſame Lord, ſhould not be atraid-to come into the 
ſame Aſſemblies, and joyn ſeriouſly in ſending up the 
ſame Prayers, and participating of the ſame Sacraments. 
Beſides the many ſtrict Precepts and other ſtrong Ob- * 
ligations which we have unto this; our Saviour Died, 2 
that he might gather together in One, the Children of God © 
that were Ml eeed abroad. And ſhould we not then con- © 
tradict this end of his Death, if we ſhould ſet thoſe at 

Strife and Variance, which he intended to Znite ? Nay, 
might we not. be. ſaid, in ſome ſort, to Crucifie the Son * 
of God afreſh ; if we ſhould Mangle and Divide any - 
ſound and healthful part of that Body, of which he : 
owns himſelf to be the Head? If indeed our Church 
did require us to make Profeſſion of any falſe and erro- 3 
neous Opinions ; if in the external Order and Worſhip 3 
we were injoined to do any thing contrary to any Di- 
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withdraw from her : But it her DoQrine be highly ap-* 
proved by moſt of our Diſſenting Brethren ; and her Dif--* 
cipline and Service ſuch, as is not any way inconſiſtent * 
with any Law. of God; then we are indiſpenſably in? 
oaged to join in Communion with her. For, as has been? 
intimated ſeveral times, and it cannot be inculcated too. © 
often, nothing-but the Unlawfulneſs of Communicating 
can make a Separation Lawtul. 4 

But if it be Reſolved, that the Church of Erg/and muſt : 
be forſaken , notwithſtanding that neither her Do. 
Qrine nor Diſcipline can be juſtly condemned ; 7 
would: yet be convenient to bethink our ſelves , _ | 
nugng 
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might be the moſt adviſable to be done, after we had 
left it. Whether we ſhould ſet up another way of Ad- 
*Z miniſtration in the room of it : Or whether every one 
3 ſhould have the Liberty of following that, which he 
fancied the beſt. It we are for the 1etting up another 
= way ; ic muſt be either Presbytery , or Iudependency : 
3 For if there ſhould be any other new Forms of Govern- 
= ment, they are not yet of Reputation enough to be put 
. Z in Competition with theſe two great Pretenders to Di- 
vine Right. And Presbytery, which had once the faireſt 
Z hopes of eſtabliſhing it ſelf, is now grown weak and in- 
conſiderable, in compariſon of what it was; and thoſe 
few, which would ſtill be thought of that Perſwaſion,are 
manifeſtly departed from their own Principles, and are 
fain to ſupport themſelves by Gathered Atlemblies , 
which they were not wont to allow. Hrdependency 
therefore ſeems at this time to be the prevailing way ; 
but their manner of Gathering Members, and Aflocia- 
ting themſelves into particular Congregations, their 
Holy Band, ſpecial Agreement, or Covenant, Which they 
make Eſſential to the Conſtituting of a Church , are 
things which have not the leaſt foundation in the holy 
Scriptures ; neither were they ever Countenanced by 
the PraCtice of any Orthodox Chriſtians in former Apes. 
But put the caſe, we ſhould admit of either of theſe 
Forms of Diſcipline and Government, we ſhould be as 
far, if not farther, from being nized than we are now. 
For they have both Leen known to have been very ri- 
gorous Impoſers, wherever they have had the Power 
of Commanding ; and as they have ſometimes been , 
ſo they would ſoon again become more odious to the 
ſeveral Subdiviſions of Diſſenters, than Fpiſcopacy it elf. 
And this being a thing ſo eaſily foreſeen, we are not 
3 now urged with the Neceſlity of ſetting up cither of 
2 ,theſe. The great Expcdient, that has bcen propoſed of 
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late, is to indulge a Liberty of chooſing what Churth, 
and what way of Worſhip any man pleafes ; that 1s, 
to grant a publick Toleration of divers Religions. But 
this, though it might gratifie the preſent humor of ſome 


part of thz Nation, and ſerve ſome mens Occaſions bet- # 
ter than any Eſtabliſhment, would be quickly diſliked 'F 
by moſt of thoſe that now contend ſo Zealouſly for it. Þ 
For there muſt needs be a conſtant Emulation-and Strug- Z 
ling betwixt the ſeveral 7olerated Parties, which would Þ 
give a continual Diſturbance ; and as ſoon as any of 3 
them began to grow Numerous and:Powerful, and had * 
any Hopes of ſucceeding, they would preſently ima- ©? 
gine it very neceſſary to impoſe their own Diſcipline 2 
upon all the reſt ; and this probably might ſoon put an 7 
end to the ſo much deſired and magnified way of Zole- 
ration.” Or if we could ſuppoſe them contented to'al» 2? 
low the ſm2 F eedom to others which they '1njoyed * 
themſelves , yt it ecould not poſſibly be 'avoided , but 3 
that this indulgence muſt ſtrangely multiply our Divi- XZ 
 fions ; while ſome Members of their Separate*Chur- Z 
ches would take Offence, and withdraw, and tmake 
choice of a new Paſtor, and incorporate' themſelves in- 
to another new Church, and'that after a while, upon 
the like Pretences, might be ſplit into another , and ? 
another, and fo on without any ſtop. And then this # 
would certainly ſet open the Gate to a Flood of Here- ® 
fies, and ſuch monſtrous: and extravagant Opinions, * as ® 
muſt be confeſſed, by the' moſt prejudiced Diſſenter, 'to ? 
be of far more dangerons conſequence 'to'the cauſe of ? 
Religion than that ſober and pious Liturgy, and thoſe *$ 
few indifferent Rites which are: now” injoyned. This 'Þ 
the experience of the Late Times found to be true. ' The # 
Church of England was no fooner overthrown , © but | 
ſome of thoſe that had been the moſt forward and bu- 8 
{1: to pull her down, when they ſaw how _— the 2D! 
warms | 
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fwarms of other SeCtaries. increaſed upon them, were 
forced to acknowledge that the Conſtitution,which they 
had deftroyed,. was a great check and reltraint to thoſe 
Errors, which grew Bold and Licencious nnder the Liber- 
= ty they had procured. The Biſhops then, who juſt be- 
© fore had been the common Theme of Popular Obloquy, 
= had ſome good Words unwillingly dropt upon them, and 
23 their Diligence, and Succeſs in ſupprefling Abſurd, He- 
2 retical, and many times Blaſphemous Doctrines, was 
| & allowed ſome juſt Commendation. That Government, 
| 3 which they had traduced and rendred as odious as 
- 3 was poſlible, by all the arts of Defamation that could 
2 = be uſed, was found' upon Trial to be far more defira- 
1 2 ble, by ſome of its greateſt Enemies, than that Anar- 
- = chy and Confuſion they had contended for with ſo much 
» # Violence. 
d * - But if we cannot be made ſufficiently Apprehenſive 
t 2X of the diſmal Effe&ts, that will almoſt Naturally follow 
i- upon a Publick 7oleration ; yet methinks we ſhould 
$ now be a little Suſpitious of it, ſince we know it is the 


ze 33 main Engine the _—_ have been working with theſe 
n- many years. If there be no Remedy but that our 
2n MChurch muſt” fall, let us not throw-it down our ſelves 
1d &y methods of their Preſcribing ; let us not a& as if we 


ns Fwere proſecuting the Defigns of the Conclave ; and 
re- proceed juſt as it we were governed by the Decrees of 
as he pretended Infallible Chair. We may be aſhamed to 
'to "Wook ſo like Tools in the hands of the Feſuits ; when 
-of *Fve ſuffer our ſelves to be guided by thoſe meaſures 
oe *Which they had taken, and talk and do as they would 
his Save us ; as if we were immediately inſpired from Rome. 
"he For we cannot be ignorant, that 7oleration has been a 
but Pevice of theirs ; and it would not be any part of our 
bu- Viſdom to grow unreaſonably fond of the Invention 
the Þf our Enemies ; and think to ſtrengthen the Proze/tant 
rom 8 | Intereſt 
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Intereſt by thoſe very means, which their Subtilty and 
Malice had contrived to deſtroy it. ; 
But if this Conſideration ſhould be laid afide ; What | 
need can there be otherwiſe, that we ſhould defire tc 
be Indulged in our departure from a Church, where we * 
may Communicate with a ſafe Conſcience? As we may | 
certainly do in ours; whoſe greateſt Adverſaries have not 
been able, after the moſt curious Search they could 
make, to find out one thing in the whole Conſtitution, 
which they could poſitively affirm to be Forbidden ; 
and till that can be made appear, we muſt {till ſay that 
it cannot be Unlawful. If the Zmpoſition of ſome In- -- 
different things be thought a ſufficient ground for a | 
Separation ; ( as it is now generally urged, ſince the # 
proof of their Unlawfulneſs is defpaired of ) then we": 
muſt have Separated from the Apoſtolical Churches, 
who had ſome ſuch Uſages, as the Holy Kiſs, and 0- 
thers, whoſe Indifferency 1s acknowledged by their being = 
wholly diſuſed : We muſt have Separated from the firſt 
Churches that ſucceeded them, which had all ſome In-: 
different things injoyned : We muſt Separate at..this 
time from all the Reformed Churches in the World ;? 
for there is none of theſe which does not require the. 
uſe of ſuch things, as we ſhould judge cauſe enough to 
depart from them : Nay, when we have once Separa ” 
ted from the Church of Eng/and upon this account, we * 
mult then Separate from -one another, and+every man : 
muſt be a Church by himſelf ; for it is impoſſible, -tha * 
any Society, whether meerly Humane, or Chriſtian, 2 | 
thould ſubſiſt, without the orderly determination 6 ' 
ſome indifferent things. And ſure we can. never hope. * 
to maintain our Separation upon iuch a Principle , 4 
wou!ld not only part us from all the Churches that are, 7 
cor ever were, and tear Chriſtencom into ten thouſan's 
p:eccs ; but ſcarce leaves us ſo much as the Notion of1'Þ$ | 
Churcs 
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Church, and makes Chriſtian Communion abſolutely 
impradticable. Let us not give thoſe of Rowe the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing that Church, which has always oppoſed 
them with the greateſt Vigor, and been the conſtant 
mark of their Envy, quite Ruined, or extreamly Weak- 
ned, by a pernicious Miſtake, that would Divide and 
Divide us again and again, and never make any end of 
Dividing. Let us ſhew at leaſt that weare well inclined 
unto Peace, by coming as far as we can ; and if there 
ſhould be any thing that we may poſſibly ſuſpect to be 
Unlawful, let not this hinder us from joyning in thoſe 
other holy Offices, in which we have not any pretence of 
a Doubt. Let not our groundleſs Scrupling at a Ceremo- 
ny, or two, fright us trom the whole Worſhip of God, 
againſt which we have not any Exceptions. 

And for thoſe that eſteem ovr Communion in all 
particulars utterly Unlawful, which I ſuppoſe are but very 
few, and I know they have but very ſlight Arguments 
for the ſevere Judgment they paſs upon us ; if they 
will meet, let them do it in the moſt private magner 
that they can, without any vain Oftentation of their 
Numbers, which cannot be any Satisfaftion to their 
Conſciences, but may make their Adherents overfor- 


* ward and bold, and tend to the creating of Jealouſies 


in the Government. And while they are upon theſe 
terms, they cannot reaſonably expect any Connivance. 
They might ſooner hope for it from His Majeſties won- 
ted and often experienced Clemency ; when they ſhall 
make it appear, that their Diſſent is modeſt and humble, 
and ſuch as has no other but a Religious Deſign in it ; 
than when they aſſume a high degree of Confidence, 
and think to extort Indulgencies by Clamors aud Diſcon- 
tents, and reſolve to Aiſemble openly in Oppoſition to 
a Royal Command , as if it were a piece of Chriſtian 
Fortitude -to outbrave Authority. Theſe are but ill 
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Methods of courting the Favour of 'a Prince. But I 
hope for the future we hal! all, upon all Occaſions, 
behave our ſelves as becomes good SubjeCts, and ſober *' 
Chriſtians, and make no Diſturbances neither on a Civil ' 
nor Eccleſiaſtical account. 
Let it Pity us at laſt to ſee the Ghaſtly Wounds, 
that are ſtill renewed by the continuance of our Divi- 
ſions. Let us have ſome Compaſſion on a Bleeding 
Church, that is ready to Faint, and in eminent Danger 
of being made a prey to her Enemies, by the unnatural 
Heats and Animoſities of thoſe that ſhould Support and 
Defend her. Why ſhould we leave her thus Defſolate 
and Forlorn, when her preſent Exigencies require our 
moſt Cordial Aſſiſtance? If the condition of her Com- 
munion were ſuch as God's Laws did not allow , we 
might forſake her that had forſaken him. But ſince 
this cannot be ObjeCted _=_ her ; ſince ſhe exacts 
no Forbidden thing of us, let us ſtrengthen her Hands 
by our unanimous Agreement ; and ſince we do not 
Condemn her Doctrine, let us not Neſpiſe her Wor- 
ſhip ; ſince the Subſtantials of Religion are the fame, 
let not the Circumſtances of external Order and Diſci- 
pline be any longer an Occaſion of Difference amongſt 
us. And ſo ſhall we bring Glory to God, a happy * 
Peace to a Divided Church, a conſiderable Security to 
the Proteſtant Religion, and probably Deteat the ſubtle 
Practices of Rowe, which now ſtands gaping after All ; 
and hopes by our Diſtraftions to repair the loſſes ſhe 
has ſuffercd by the Reformation. May the Wiſdom of 
Heaven make all Wicked Purpoſes unſucceſsful ; and 
the Bleſſed Spirit of Love heal all our Breaches, and 
proſper the Charitable Endeavours of thoſe that follow 
after PEACE. Amey. 
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